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I  feel  that  we  will  be  in  a  position  to  serve  the 
world  if  we  serve  our  country  and  serve  our¬ 
selves,  not  as  individuals,  but  as  the  larger 
community  of  India. 

We  are  a  nation  which  is  fond  of  creating 
sects,  castes  and  all  kinds  of  barriers,  dividing 
ourselves  up.  This  has  weakened  us  in  the  past. 
So  long  as  we  do  not  get  over  this  tendency,  it 
will  weaken  us  in  the  future. 

India  lost  her  capacity  for  growth  because  she 
cut  herself  off  both  physically  and  mentally  from 
the  rest  of  the  world  for  several  hundred  years. 
India  became  static  and  stagnated,  taking  pride 
in  herself  and  refusing  to  look  at  the  world. 

If  you  have  studied  human  history,  you  know 
that  it  is  not  the  gold  and  silver  which  a  nation 
owns  that  counts  ultimately.  The  physical 
resources  which  a  country  might  possess,  like 
iron  and  coal  and  other  natural  wealth,  are 
important,  but  it  is  the  quality  of  the  human 
beings  which  a  country  possesses  that  makes  a 
difference.  Often  small  countries  have  grown  to 
greatness  because  of  the  quality  of  human  beings 
that  they  possessed,  not  the  quantity. 

In  the  past  a  certain  quality  of  human  beings 
raised  this  nation.  The  great  periods  of  Indian 
history  are  not  periods  merely  of  warring  kings 
winning  notable  victories  but  periods  of  artistic 
growth.  After  winning  independence,  we  are 
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THE  LARGER  FAMILY 


I  wander  all  over  India  and  love  to  see  the  great  variety  and 
richness  of  this  country.  Both  the  variety  and  the  unity  of  India 
are  important.  Variety  gives  richness,  and  unity  is  essential. 

The  unity  of  India  is  the  basic  fact  which  should  count  today. 
This  makes  all  of  us  who  live  in  this  great  land  the  citizens  of 
India,  not  of  Coorg  or  Mysore  or  any  particular  State  or  part  of 
the  country. 

If  you  go  to  a  foreign  country,  you  are  recognised  there  as  a 
citizen  of  the  Republic  of  India.  You  have  the  passport  of  the 
Union  of  India.  That  makes  people  in  other  countries  treat  you 
with  respect.  Most  of  the  people  in  foreign  countries  do  not 
know  our  different  States  in  India,  but  they  know  India.  There¬ 
fore,  we  must  always  cherish  this  basic  fact  of  India’s  unity  and 
not  get  lost  in  the  numerous  divisions  of  this  country. 

If  we  are  going  to  progress,  it  is  the  whole  of  India  which 
will  progress,  and  not  any  one  part  of  India.  If  India  goes  down, 
all  of  us  go  down. 

We  are  living  in  a  tremendous  period  of  India’s  history.  The 
whole  people  are  on  the  march  and  have  to  cross  great  mountains 
of  difficulties.  It  requires  hard  work.  It  requires,  above  all,  a 
sense  of  unity,  co-operation  and  discipline. 

It  was  bad  for  India  when  she  closed  herself  in,  and  it  was 
bad  for  India  when  she  allowed  barriers  like  the  caste  system  to 
impair  the  sense  of  her  unity.  Everything  that  separates  is  bad, 
everything  that  joins  is  good.  While  learning  from  every  part  of 
the  world  by  opening  out  our  doors  and  windows  to  all  the 
thoughts  that  come  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  we  have  to  be 
true  to  our  country. 

In  this  age  of  science  and  technology  and  the  atom  bomb  and 
of  rapid  changes,  it  is  as  important  as  ever  that  we  should  deve¬ 
lop  the  character  of  our  people.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
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maintain  high  standards  of  behaviour,  of  discipline,  of  social 
organisation  and  of  co-operation. 


THE  IDEAL  OF  UNITY 

Remember  that  we  have  to  raise  the  360  million  people  in 
this  country.  This  can  be  done  only  by  hard  work,  by  mutual 
co-operation  and  by  our  helping  each  other  and  by  planning 
properly. 

We  are  now  in  the  middle  of  the  second  Five  Year  Plan.  We 
have  had  some  difficulties  with  the  Plan,  specially  in  regard  to 
foreign  exchange.  We  shall  get  over  these  difficulties  by  relying 
on  ourselves.  I  do  not  lose  heart. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of  difficulty  which  is  more  danger¬ 
ous.  That  difficulty  brings  out  an  old  failing  of  our  people.  We 
are  not  always  united.  We  are  split  up,  and  we  have  conflicts 
amongst  ourselves.  We  forget  the  unity  of  the  nation  and  we 
forget  the  basic  principles  which  Gandhiji  taught  us. 

When  we  fought  for  India’s  freedom,  it  was  for  the  freedom 
of  the  whole  of  India.  It  was  not  for  the  independence  of  one 
part  of  India,  of  Madras  or  Bengal  or  Bombay  or  Uttar  Pradesh 
or  the  Punjab.  When  we  achieved  independence,  we  achieved 
the  independence  of  the  whole  of  India.  We  established  the 
great  Republic  of  India  of  which  all  these  States  are  parts,  and  we 
are  all  proud  of  being  the  citizens  of  this  Republic  of  India.  If 
we  forget  this  larger  ideal  of  India  and  think  only  in  terms  of  a 
State  or  a  community  or  a  caste  or  a  language,  we  lose  control 
and  drift  into  wrong  directions. 

In  our  national  struggle,  we  had  unity  which  bound  people 
from  every  State,  from  every  religion,  from  every  caste,  and  from 
every  language-group.  This  unity  brought  us  our  independence. 
We  are  now  engaged  in  the  new  fight  against  the  poverty  of  India 
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in  order  to  bring  about  economic  progress.  This  also  calls  for 
a  united  fight,  if  we  are  to  succeed. 

Our  ideal  is  a  socialist  pattern  of  society  in  India.  Our  ideal 
is  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  India  should  have  equal 
opportunities,  and  that  big  disparities  should  go.  It  is  not  an 
easy  objective,  because  it  means  improving  the  human  being  by 
training,  education  and  in  a  hundred  other  ways.  Socialism 
involves  the  organisation  of  human  society.  It  means  how  we 
organise  our  own  system  of  sentiments  and  thinking,  how  we  act 
towards  our  neighbour  and  how  we  develop  our  capacity  to  work 
together.  Socialism  implies  co-operation  and  removal  of  barriers. 
The  main  thing  to  remember  is  that  we  have  to  bring  about  the 
changes  by  peaceful  and  co-operative  methods. 

Whenever  I  come  to  Madras,  I  come  with  great  pleasure,  for 
I  have  found  Madras  a  gracious  city,  with  an  atmosphere  of  calm 
and  repose  and  the  quality  of  deep  wisdom.  But,  during  the  last 
few  months,  strange  tidings  have  come  to  me  from  Madras,  which 
utterly  belie  the  reputation  of  Madras  city  and  this  State.  The 
leader  of  an  organisation  here,  the  Dravida  Kazhagam,  has, 
according  to  reports  I  have  received,  been  preaching  murder  and 
treason,  and  been  preaching  that  the  Constitution  of  India  should 
be  burnt  and  that  the  Flag  of  India  should  be  burnt.  That  any 
man  in  India,  however  high  or  big,  should  dare  to  say  so,  is  a 
scandalous  state  of  affairs.  If  any  sane  man  dare  challenge  India’s 
freedom,  India’s  Flag,  and  India’s  Constitution,  that  is  treason. 
And  it  should  be  treated  as  treason  and  nothing  else.  It  is  a 
challenge  not  only  to  you  in  Madras  city  or  Madras  State,  but 
it  is  a  challenge  to  the  whole  of  India.  India  will  not  tolerate  it, 
whatever  happens. 


THE  CASTE  SYSTEM  MUST  GO 

Sitting  here  and  looking  at  these  mountains  which  surround 
us,  I  think  of  the  mountains  in  the  north,  the  snow-covered 
Himalayas,  and  I  think  of  this  great  country  of  ours,  Bharat,  and 
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the  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  living  here,  many  of  them 
appearing  to  be  different  from  one  another,  speaking  different 
languages,  but  all  tied  together  in  a  hundred  ways  and  today  all 
of  them  working  jointly  for  the  great  adventure  of  building  a  New 
India. 

Do  you  remember  those  years  when  all  of  us  struggled  for 
the  freedom  of  India,  when  throughout  this  great  land  we  marched 
together  under  our  great  leader,  Mahatma  Gandhi  ?  We  worked 
then  for  the  whole  of  India,  whether  we  worked  in  the  south  or 
the  north  or  the  east  or  the  west,  and  we  won  the  freedom  of  the 
whole  of  India.  We  realised  that  the  fate  of  all  of  us  was  tied  up, 
and  that  we  either  gained  freedom  for  all  of  us  or  not  at  all.  So 
we  worked  together,  we  sacrificed  together  and  we  gained  the 
freedom  of  India  together. 

We  have  now  to  face  a  bigger  and  a  greater  task  and  that  is 
to  build  up  a  New  India;  in  which  we  will  put  an  end  to  poverty, 
misery  and  unemployment.  We  have  to  work  for  this  also 
together. 

The  whole  of  India  from  the  Himalayas  to  Kanyakumari 
belongs  to  each  one  of  us.  We  are  joint  inheritors  in  this  great 
land.  The  different  provinces  do  not  separate  us,  just  as  the 
different  districts  do  not  separate  us.  Nor  do  the  different  lan¬ 
guages  separate  us.  All  the  great  languages  of  India  are  old,  well- 
established,  advanced  languages  and  they  are  sister  languages.  We 
have  to  help  all  of  them. 

We  have  many  religions  in  this  country  and  they  have  lived 
generally  at  peace  with  each  other  for  thousands  of  years.  It  has 
been  the  tradition  of  India  that  the  people  of  one  religion  tolerate 
the  people  of  the  other  religions.  That  has  been  the  hall-mark  of 
Indian  culture.  And  yet  some  people  have  made  religion  a 
battle-cry  for  fighting  each  other.  They  have  degraded  religion. 
Some  people  have  built  up  communal  organisations,  bringing 
religion  into  politics,  and  this  has  caused  much  harm  to  our  coun¬ 
try.  We  have  to  honour  not  only  our  own  religion  but  the 
religions  of  others.  A  very  great  ruler  of  India  who  lived  2,300 
years  ago,  Emperor  Asoka,  has  said  that  he  who  honours  the 
other  man’s  faith  honours  his  own,  and  in  doing  so  he  makes 
others  honour  his  own  faith.  But  if  he  does  not  honour  the  other 
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man’s  faith,  his  own  faith  will  also  not  be  honoured.  So,  we 
have  had  this  lesson  of  tolerance  for  ages  past  in  India. 

Coming  to  caste,  I  am  not  friendly  to  it.  I  think  caste,  in 
India  during  the  last  many  hundreds  of  years  has  been  a  curse. 
It  weakened  India.  It  degraded  India  and  it  made  us  slaves  to 
foreign  conquerors;  because  caste  split  us  up.  It  took  away  the 
feeling  of  unity  from  us.  Caste  degraded  large  numbers  of  our 
countrymen.  Many  of  us  imposed  this  degradation,  and  many 
accepted  this  degradation.  Whatever  virtues  caste  had  in  the 
past,  caste  or  the  caste  system  has  no  place  in  the  world  of  today. 
If  it  exists  it  can  only  weaken  us  and  prevent  us  from  realising 
our  objective. 

What  is  our  objective  ?  When  we  gained  independence  one 
journey  was  ended.  But  another  long  journey  began.  It  is  the 
journey  of  the  Indian  people  towards  ending  poverty,  towards 
social  and  economic  progress  in  order  to  live  a  better  life.  Our 
aim  is  to  build  up  a  socialist  pattern  of  society  in  which  there 
will  be  a  great  measure  of  equality  and  all  people  will  have  an 
equal  chance.  We  cannot  attain  it,  if  we  divide  up  our  society 
into  strata  of  castes,  because  the  caste  system  is  opposed  not 
only  to  socialism  but  to  all  ideas  of  equality  and  of  working 
together.  I  know  that  the  caste  system  and  caste  ideas  lie  deep 
down  in  our  society  and  in  many  of  us  and  it  is  not  easy  to  up¬ 
root  them  completely.  But  we  shall  have  to  uproot  them  even 
though  it  might  take  some  time. 

Recently  there  have  been  very  serious  riots  in  the  district  of 
Ramanathapuram.  Many  people  were  killed,  much  property  was 
destroyed  and  large  numbers  have  suffered.  It  was  a  terrible 
thing  for  us  to  see  these  riots  between  people  of  different  castes. 
It  showed  us  how  these  caste  differences  bring  caste  animosities. 
It  has  made  everybody  think  of  the  dangers  in  the  persistence  of 
the  caste  spirit.  Therefore,  we  must  become  wary  of  it  and  we 
must  try  to  root  it  out,  not  by  fighting  each  other  but  in  peace¬ 
ful  ways,  by  convincing  each  other  and  by  co-operating  with  each 
other. 


A  GOOD  TEST 


One  of  the  principles  which  Gandhiji  taught  us  is  the  unity 
of  the  people  of  India,  whether  they  live  in  different  States,  or 
whether  they  follow  different  religions,  or  whether  they  speak 
different  languages. 

Sitting  here  I  see  you  have  put  up  an  illuminated  representa¬ 
tion  of  a  Hindu  temple,  a  Muslim  mosque  and  a  Christian  church 
— all  together.  That  is  a  symbol  of  religious  unity,  and  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  having  put  up  this  symbol  here.  We  have  laid 
down  that  every  citizen,  whether  he  is  a  Hindu  or  Muslim  or 
Christian  or  Jew  or  Jain  or  Buddhist  or  whether  he  has  no  reli¬ 
gion  at  all,  has  equal  rights.  In  the  political  sphere  we  are  the 
citizens  of  India  and  we  have  to  work  together.  Any  person  who 
creates  difficulties  in  the  name  of  State  or  religion  or  language 
does  an  ill-service  to  India  and  he  does  an  ill-service  to  his  own 
State  or  religion  or  language. 

Remember  that  everything  that  separates  us  or  creates  conflict 
amongst  us  is  bad.  Everything  that  unites  us  and  brings  us 
together  is  good.  Apply  that  test  to  whatever  problem  you  have. 
It  is  a  good  test. 

Recently  a  new  cry  is  sometimes  raised,  chiefly  in  the  South, 
the  cry  of  northern  imperialism,  of  Hindi  imperialism,  of  northern 
India  trying  to  dominate  over  the  South.  This  is  another  variation 
of  the  old  attempt  to  create  trouble  and  to  divide  and  disrupt 
India.  No  doubt,  there  are  in  northern  India  many  foolish  and 
mischievous  persons  who  say  wrong  and  foolish  things,  as  there 
are  in  the  south  of  India  many  foolish  and  mischievous  persons 
who  say  similar  things.  We  live  in  a  difficult,  callous  world,  and 
if  we  are  not  strong  and  united  we  fall.  I  am  telling  you  this 
repeatedly,  because  I  want  you  to  realise  fully  that  the  principal 
enemy  we  have  is  not  from  outside  but  is  our  own  weakness  and 
failing. 
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SYNTHESIS  IS  OUR  TRADITION 


When  Islam  came  to  India  in  the  form  of  political  conquest 
it  brought  conflict.  It  had  a  two-fold  effect.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  encouraged  the  tendency  of  Hindu  society  to  shrink  still  further 
within  its  shell;  on  the  other,  it  brought  a  breath  of  fresh  air  and 
fresh  ideas,  and  thus  had  a  certain  rejuvenating  influence. 

The  great  problem  that  faced  India  during  the  medieval 
period  was  how  these  two  closed  systems,  each  with  its  strong 
roots,  could  develop  a  healthy  relationship.  Wise  rulers  like 
Akbar  and  others  realised  that  the  only  hope  for  the  future  lay 
in  some  kind  of  harmony  being  established. 

The  philosophy  and  the  world  outlook  of  the  old  Hindus  was 
amazingly  tolerant,  and  yet  they  had  divided  themselves  up  into 
numerous  separate  caste  groups  and  hierarchies.  The  Muslims 
had  to  face  a  new  problem,  namely,  how  to  live  with  others  as 
equals.  In  other  countries  where  they  had  gone,  their  success 
was  so  great  that  this  problem  did  not  really  arise.  They  came 
into  conflict  with  Christendom  and  through  hundreds  of  years  the 
problem  was  never  solved.  In  India,  slowly  a  synthesis  was 
developed.  But  before  this  could  be  completed,  other  influences 
came  into  play. 

The  new  liberal  thought  of  the  West  and  industrial  processes 
began  to  affect  the  mind  and  life  of  India.  A  new  nationalism 
developed,  which  was  inevitably  against  colonialism  and  sought 
independence,  and  which  was  yet  being  progressively  affected  by 
the  new  industrial  civilisation  as  well  as  the  language,  literature 
and  ways  of  the  West. 

Ram  Mohan  Roy  came,  seeking  some  kind  of  a  synthesis 
between  old  India  and  modern  trends.  Vivekananda  brought 
back  something  of  the  vigour  of  old  Indian  thought  and  dressed 
it  in  a  modern  garb.  Political  and  cultural  movements  grew  up 
and  culminated  in  Gandhi  and  Rabindranath  Tagore. 
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In  Europe  there  had  been  a  fierce  conflict  between  science 
and  traditional  religion,  and  the  cosmology  of  Christianity  did 
not  fit  in  at  all  with  scientific  theories.  Science  did  not  produce 
that  sense  of  conflict  in  India.  Indian  philosophy  could  easily 
accept  it  without  doing  any  vital  injury  to  its  basic  conceptions. 

Four  great  religions  have  influenced  India — two  emerging 
from  her  own  thought,  Hinduism  and  Buddhism,  and  two  com¬ 
ing  from  abroad  but  establishing  themselves  firmly  in  India. 
Christianity  and  Islam.  Science  today  challenges  the  old  concept 
of  religion.  But  if  religion  deals  not  with  dogmas  and  ceremonials 
but  rather  with  the  higher  things  of  life,  there  should  be  no  con¬ 
flict  with  science  or  inter  se  between  religions.  It  might  be  the 
high  privilege  of  India  to  help  in  bringing  about  this  synthesis. 
That  would  be  in  India’s  ancient  tradition  inscribed  on  Asoka’s 
Edicts. 

There  are  conflicts  within  a  nation.  In  a  democratic  appara¬ 
tus  with  adult  suffrage,  those  conflicts  can  be  solved  by  normal 
constitutional  means. 

In  India  we  have  had  most  distressing  spectacles  of  conflicts 
based  on  provincialism  or  linguism.  In  the  main,  it  is  the  con¬ 
flict  of  class  interests  that  poses  problems  to  the  nations  today, 
and  in  such  cases  vested  interests  are  not  easy  to  displace.  Yet 
we  have  seen  in  India  powerful  vested  interests  like  those  of  the 
old  princes  and  of  the  big  jagirdars,  talukdars  and  zamindars 
being  removed  by  peaceful  methods,  even  though  that  meant  the 
break-up  of  a  well-established  system  which  favoured  a  privileged 
few.  While,  therefore,  we  must  recognise  that  there  is  class  con¬ 
flict,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  deal  with  it  through 
peaceful  methods. 


NO  CONFLICT  BETWEEN  LANGUAGES 

I  do  not  see  any  real  conflict  between  our  languages. 
Necessarily,  the  languages,  overlap.  That  is  not  harmful.  They 
have  a  good  effect  on  each  other.  In  regard  to  the  language 
question,  we  should  avoid  the  approach  of  conflict. 


From  speech  in  Lok  Sabha,  August  7,  1959 
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The  major  change  that  has  come  over  India  in  respect  of 
language  is  that  the  medium  of  instruction  in  schools  has  become 
the  language  of  the  State.  English  is  used  certainly  in  education. 
It  is  good,  especially  in  the  universities.  But  the  instruction  in 
the  regional  language  in  schools  is  a  big  break  linguistically  from 
the  past. 

There  are  certain  risks  and  dangers  in  the  languages  becom¬ 
ing  autarchies  or  developing  separateness.  We  should  fight  any 
such  tendency,  but  in  fighting  it  we  should  not  come  in  the  way 
of  the  development  of  the  regional  languages.  We  must 
encourage  their  fullest  development.  I  believe  it  is  through  such 
development  that  the  languages  can  come  together  and  come 
nearer  to  each  other,  and  not  by  one  language  trying  to  push  the 
other. 

We  shall  g^et  over  the  risk  of  language  separatism  if  we 
encourage  the  right  tendencies,  and  if  one  language  group  does 
not  impose  its  will  on  the  other  groups. 

Take  Hindi.  Hindi  is  at  present  objected  to  by  many  people 
in  the  South.  Why  ?  It  is  objected  to  because  of  a  feeling  of 
imposition  and  not  because  they  are  against  Hindi.  There  are 
vast  numbers  of  people  in  the  South  learning  Hindi,  and  learning 
it  well.  Hindi  is  progressing  there.  But  the  moment  you  talk 
of  any  kind  of  imposition,  they  get  angry,  quite  rightly.  There¬ 
fore,  all  talk  of  imposition  must  go.  I  should  go  further  and  tell 
the  people  of  the  South  that  if  they  do  not  want  to  learn  Hindi, 
let  them  not  learn  Hindi.  Let  us  make  this  approach,  if  they 
desire  so.  Thereby  you  will  gradually  bring  them  nearer. 

Our  Constitution  has  laid  it  down  that  Hindi  should  develop 
progressively.  We  took  that  decision  not  because  Hindi  is  better 
or  more  powerful  than  the  other  languages  but  for  certain  very 
practical  reasons.  I  believe  that  it  should  be  so. 

I  suggest  two  things.  Firstly,  there  must  be  no  imposition. 
Secondly,  for  an  indefinite  period.  I  would  have  English  as  an 
associate,  additional  language  which  can  be  used  for  official 
purposes.  I  do  not  wish  the  people  of  the  non-Hindi  areas  to 
feel  that  certain  advantages  are  denied  to  them,  that  they  are 
forced  to  correspond  in  the  Hindi  language.  They  can  corres¬ 
pond  in  English.  I  would  have  English  as  an  alternate  language 
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as  long  as  people  require  it,  and  I  would  leave  the  decision  for 
that  not  to  the  Hindi-knowing  people,  but  to  the  non-Hindi- 
knowing  people. 

I  am  partial  to  English.  English  is  important  because  it  is 
the  major  window  for  us  on  the  modern  world.  And  we  dare 
not  close  that  window.  If  we  close  it,  we  imperil  our  future. 

It  is  inevitable  that  in  the  present  stage  of  our  development, 
with  our  Five-Year  Plans,  industrialisation,  mechanisation, 
scientific  progress  and  research,  we  cannot  progress  with  all  the 
Indian  languages  put  together.  If  we  want  to  stick  to  them  only, 
without  foreign  languages,  we  do  not  go  ahead.  I  say  that 
definitely. 

I  am  also  partial  to  the  masses  of  this  country.  I  cannot 
forget  that  we  have  to  carry  with  us  millions  of  people,  and  we 
cannot  carry  them,  practically,  psychologically  and  emotionally, 
except  through  their  own  language.  It  is  no  good  forgetting  that 
it  is  the  non-English-knowing  people  who  will  decide  the  fate  of 
India,  because  they  are  the  vast  majority  in  this  country.  We 
have  to  encourage  our  languages.  We  have  to  conduct  our 
education  and  work  progressively  in  our  languages  in  order  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  people  and  to  bring  them  into  emotional 
contact  with  what  is  happening  in  the  Government  and  the 
country. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  people  grow  from 
their  roots.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  to  remember  that  we 
live  in  the  modern  scientific  age.  We  must  have  a  foreign  lan¬ 
guage  to  serve  in  this  modern  age. 


A  FLEXIBLE  APPROACH 

I  have  had  a  vague  feeling  that  the  debate  in  the  House  was 
slightly  out  of  date  or  will  soon  be  out  of  date.  For,  this  debate 
and  the  whole  approach  of  it  was  governed  by  a  static  concep¬ 
tion  of  India,  as  if  India  was  not  changing. 


From  speech  in  Lok  Sabha  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Parliament 
on  Official  Language,  September  4,  1959 
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Apart  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  far  as  India  is  concerned, 
a  new  world  is  growing  up.  It  is  coming  upon  us,  with  giant’s 
strides. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  to  reckon  with  the  obvious  fact 
of  the  growth  of  democracy,  of  vast  numbers  of  people  coming 
into  the  field  of  political  decision.  A  great  majority  of  these 
people  have  no  background  of  a  foreign  language  in  them.  The 
more  they  come  in,  the  more  they  will  change  the  scene,  whether 
for  good  or  for  bad.  Many  of  us  who  sit  here  belong  to  a 
generation  which  was  brought  up  differently,  through  English  as 
a  medium  of  education.  Obviously  that  is  not  being  repeated 
even  now  in  India,  and  will  still  less  be  repeated  in  the  future. 

Secondly,  the  new  world  which  is  growing  up  in  India  is 
going  to  be  a  scientific,  technological  and  industrial  world.  It  is 
a  picture  of  the  industrial  revolution  coming  to  India  in  the 
middle  of  the  20th  century.  It  is  changing  the  texture  of  our 
lives  and  our  thinking.  It  introduces  words  without  number 
which  we  have  to  use  in  the  new  occupations,  and  all  the  efforts 
of  Dr.  Raghu  Vira  and  Seth  Govind  Das  cannot  meet  that 
situation.  The  language  of  science  and  technology  will  not  come 
out  of  the  class-room  or  the  translator’s  room;  it  will  arise  from 
the  people  who  are  working  in  these  fields. 

One  of  the  basic  facts  today  is  that  the  medium  of  instruction 
in  schools  has  become  the  language  of  the  region,  whether  it  is 
Tamil,  Telugu,  Marathi,  Gujarati,  Hindi,  or  any  other.  This  will 
produce  a  generation  utterly  unlike  the  generation  to  which  we 
belong.  It  is  not  a  question  of  Hindi  versus  English.  It  is  a 
question  of  education  being  carried  on  through  the  14  languages 
— or  more  than  14,  if  you  like,  even  though  they  are  not  in  the 
Constitution.  Therefore,  English  inevitably  becomes  in  India  a 
secondary  language.  It  is  no  longer  the  primary  language.  This 
is  the  first  basic  fact  to  be  remembered. 

The  second  basic  fact  is  that  obviously  we  require  some  kind 
of  a  common  language  link  and  the  Constitution  has  said  that 
Hindi  should  be  that  common  official  language  link.  Remember, 
it  is  for  official  correspondence  between  the  States.  The  argu¬ 
ment  which  may  be  advanced  for  English  to  be  this  kind  of 
LI  32DPD/63 — 3 
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"official  language  for  India  becomes  very  weak  if  you  realise  the 
'first  fact.  *  : 

I  do  not  say  that  Hindi  is,  in  the  slightest  degree,  better  than 
any  other  Indian  language.  In  fact,  some  of  the  Indian  languages 
are  richer  in  content  and  have  a  better  literature  than  Hindi. 

I  believe  the  real  basic  opposition  to  Hindi  comes  from  a  fear 
that  the  coming  of  Hindi  will  mean  a  disability  for  the  non-Hindi- 
knowing  areas.  Undoubtedly,  it  will  be  a  disability.  Let  us  not 
say  that  anybody  can  learn  it  in  a  fortnight  or  in  a  month  or  a 
year.  It  will  be  a  disability  for  a  considerable  time. 

I  say  a  rule  must  be  laid  down  by  which  we  do  absolutely 
nothing  which  creates  a  disability  for  the  non-Hindi-speaking 
areas,  in  regard  to  matters  like  the  services  and  other  things.  I 
am  perfectly  clear  in  my  mind  that  for  any  foreseeable  time  there 
should  be  no  bar  of  compulsory  knowledge  of  Hindi  for  recruit¬ 
ment  to  the  services.  None  at  all.  Even  if  a  man  does  not  know 
one  word  of  Hindi,  he  ought  to  be  able  to  come  in  at  that  stage. 
I  am  saying  that  this  feeling  of  disability  should  vanish.  But  I 
would  certainly  have  him  learn  Hindi.  Suppose,  an  all-India 
officer  is  going  to  function  in  Madras.  I  would  insist  on  his 
having  a  compulsory  test  in  Tamil.  The  man  for  the  all-India 
Service  ought  to  know  the  language  of  the  place  he  works  in. 
You  must  not  look  upon  it  as  an  imposition.  I  do  not  wish  to 
impose  a  language  on  a  State  in  the  sense  in  which  the  State  will 
take  it  as  an  imposition.  If,  for  example,  the  State  of  Madras 
says,  ‘We  do  not  want  compulsory  Hindi’,  let  them  not  have 
compulsory  Hindi  in  their  schools.  I  want  to  remove  the  sense 
of  compulsion.  I  want  to  remove  the  idea  that  they  will  suffer 
in  service  or  in  the  work,  in  any  other  way.  I  want  things  to 
develop  voluntarily  and  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation.  It  is  for  us 
to  adjust  ourselves  from  time  to  time  to  the  developments. 

We  have  to  be  flexible  in  our  approach.  I  do  not  like  dates 
in  regard  to  a  matter  like  this. 

I  had  said  that  English  should  be  an  associate  or  additional 
language.  Hindi  comes  into  use  progressively  more  and  more 
for  the  inter-State  official  work.  English  should  have  a  place 
there.  English  can  be  used  by  any  State  in  writing  to  the  Central 
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Government  or  by  States  in  writing  to  each  other.  It  should  be 
open  to  anybody  and  to  any  State  to  do  that  in  English.  There 
is  no  limitation  on  that.  We  encourage  them  to  do  that  in  Hindi, 
if  they  can  do  it.  I  say  there  is  no  limitation  even  of  time  in 
regard  to  that  except  when  those  very  people  in  the  non-Hindi- 
speaking  areas  who  might  be  affected  agree.  I  am  perfectly 
agreeable  to  this. 

I  would  submit  to  this  House,  and  more  especially  to  our 
colleagues  from  the  Hindi-speaking  areas,  that  if  there  is  one 
thing  which  is  going  to  come  in  the  way  of  the  spread  of  Hindi 
it  is  that  sometimes  their  over-enthusiasm  and  the  way  they 
approach  this  subject  irritates  others,  and  rightly  so. 

I  have  on  a  previous  day  expressed  my  great  admiration  for 
Sanskrit.  I  think  if  there  is  one  thing  which  can  embody  the 
greatness  of  India’s  thought  and  culture  in  the  past,  it  is  Sanskrit. 
The  Indian  languages  of  today  are  either  directly  descended  from 
Sanskrit  or  have,  like  the  southern  languages,  been  closely  allied 
with  it.  The  background  of  thought  and  culture,  whether  it  is  of 
Tamil,  Telugu  or  any  other  southern  language,  is  closely  allied 
to  the  background  of  thought  and  culture  of  the  northern  lan¬ 
guages  because  of  Sanskrit  and  its  effect  on  the  whole  of  India. 
If  we  cut  away  those  roots  it  will  be  very  bad  for  us.  Therefore, 
with  all  my  admiration  for  English,  I  can  never  ask  our  people  to 
transplant  their  roots  to  English.  It  cannot  be  done  under  our 
democratic  adult  suffrage. 

This  bears  on  our  past  and  our  heritage.  At  the  same  time, 
we  look  to  a  future,  which  is  to  a  large  extent  influenced  by 
modernism  and  the  Yuga  Dharma,  which  is  science  and 
technology. 

In  our  approach  to  language,  we  should  be  flexible.  The 
moment  rigidity  comes  in,  difficulties  come  in  and  opposition 
comes  in.  If  we  adopt  this  flexible  approach,  we  shall  succeed 
both  on  the  issue  of  language  and  on  that  basic  issue,  the 
synthesis  between  the  old  and  the  new. 


PARTNERS  IN  A  COMMON  TASK 


Look  at  this  mountain  range  here  and  make  friends  with  it, 
and  think  of  it  as  a  little  brother  of  the  great  mountains  in  the 
north,  the  Himalayas,  which  stand  hard,  and  have  stood  as  a 
guardian  of  India  for  millions  of  years.  And  between  these  hills 
and  those  mountains,  the  whole  land  of  India  is  yours.  You  sing 
a  song  or  listen  to  a  song  of  Andhra  Pradesh.  That  is  good.  But 
it  is  better  for  you  always  to  remember  that  not  only  Andhra 
Desh  is  yours,  but  the  whole  of  India  is  your  inheritance.  All  of 
you  and  all  of  us  are  children  of  India  with  an  equal  share  in  this 
magnificent  inheritance. 

Think  of  the  great  task  before  us  and  of  the  exciting  problems 
that  face  us  in  India.  All  our  people  must  have  equality  of 
opportunity,  and  therefore,  the  barriers,  whether  they  are  barriers 
laid  by  religion  or  caste,  or  State  or  language,  must  not  be  allowed 
to  come  in  the  way.  We  should  think  of  this  country  of  ours  as 
a  big  family  the  members  of  which  ought  to  co-operate  with  each 
other,  and  we  should  ever  cherish  the  idea  that  the  whole  family 
flourishes  and  not  merely  a  few  persons  in  it.  You  have  to  think 
therefore  what  your  individual  part  may  be  in  this  great  effort. 
Also  you  have  to  feel  actively  that  you  are  a  partner  in  this 
tremendous  undertaking. 

Remember  that  if  you  are  always  thinking  of  small  things, 
and  if  you  are  involved  in  small  quarrels  and  are  always  getting 
excited  about  the  little  things  of  life,  then  you  will  always  remain 
small.  But  if  you  think  of  the  big  things  of  life  and  if  you  face 
the  challenge  of  life  with  vigour  and  courage,  then  you  also  grow 
oig.  You  will  grow  only  to  the  extent  that  India  grows.  If  you 
are  selfish  enough  to  imagine  that  you  can  grow  on  the  shoulders 
of  others,  not  caring  for  others,  then  your  education  has  been  a 
failure.  Therefore,  apply  yourselves  to  this  great  task,  this  great 
adventure  of  India  in  your  generation.  This  will  help  your  own 
growth. 

From  speech  at  the  Engineering  College,  Tirupati,  October  1959 
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THE  DANGER  IS  WITHIN 


A  nation’s  foremost  duty  is  to  strengthen  and  preserve  its 
freedom.  This  is  the  one  yardstick  to  measure  every  other 
activity.  If  we  give  importance  to  other  things,  like  our  group, 
our  State,  our  language  or  our  caste,  and  forget  our  country,  we 
shall  be  destroyed.  All  these  have  their  proper  place,  but  if  we 
place  our  State,  our  language,  our  group  above  our  country,  the 
nation  will  be  destroyed. 

I  am  reminding  you  of  this,  because  the  time  has  come  to 
make  sure  that  we  do  not  forget  the  efforts  and  the  sacrifices  of 
the  last  half  a  century.  Gandhiji  created  our  nation  and  made  it 
strong  and  gave  it  the  weapon  of  non-violence  to  win  Swaraj. 
Swaraj  came  because  there  was  unity  and  strength  in  the  nation. 
For  the  future,  if  we  act  rightly  and  in  union  we  need  not  be 
afraid.  The  danger  is  not  from  outside  but  the  danger  lies  in  our 
own  weaknesses,  our  internecine  quarrels  and  trivialities. 

Hundreds  of  years  ago  our  country  was  weakened  by  such 
quarrels  and  people  came  from  abroad  and  conquered  it.  These 
symptoms  seem  to  be  reappearing  in  some  places.  They  forget 
their  country  and  its  unity,  and  quarrel  over  the  question  of 
language.  The  time  has  come  when  every  Indian  has  to  do  some 
heart-searching. 

What  will  the  historians  of  the  future  say  ?  They  will  record 
that  India  produced  a  great  leader,  Gandhiji,  and  he  taught  the 
people  to  work  together.  He  taught  them  to  break  down  the 
walls  which  separated  the  people  from  one  another.  He  taught 
them  to  uplift  the  Harijans  because  it  was  his  desire  that  every¬ 
one  irrespective  of  his  caste,  creed  or  religion  should  enjoy  equal 
rights  and  be  free.  The  people  of  India  rose  as  one  man  from 
the  Himalayas  to  Kanyakumari,  threw  off  some  of  the  burdens 
from  their  backs  and,  under  the  leadership  of  the  great  Gandhi, 
moved  forward  and  won  independence.  After  centuries,  India’s 
star  rose  in  the  horizon.  Its  voice  was  heard  in  the  councils  of 
the  world,  because  it  was  the  real  voice  of  India.  And  then  these 
very  people  of  India,  who  had  shown  courage  and  determination, 

From  speech  in  Hindi  on  Independence  Day,  August  15,  1960 
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fell  into  a  dream  and  into  carelessness  and  quarrelled  among 
themselves.  Sometimes,  they  fought  in  the  name  of  religion, 
sometimes  in  the  name  of  caste  or  language  or  State. 

You  have  seen  that  there  has  been  a  painful  and  disturbing 
tragedy  in  Assam.  This  has  brought  sorrow  and  difficulties  to 
the  States  of  Assam  and  Bengal.  Nearer,  in  the  Punjab  strange 
happenings  have  been  taking  place  in  the  name  of  language.  I 
cannot  understand  the  controversies  raging  round  Hindi  and 
Punjabi  and  Bengali  and  Assamese. 

We  should  not  lose  ourselves  in  wrong  directions.  We  cannot 
allow  our  country  to  fall.  Let  not  this  priceless  treasure  of  our 
freedom  slip  through  our  hands  because  of  our  weakness.  This 
is  not  a  matter  for  the  few  Government  officers,  Ministers  or  the 
Prime  Minister.  This  has  to  be  ensured  by  the  millions  of  people 
of  India. 


THE  ROLE  OF  PUBLIC  SERVANTS 

I  would  appeal  to  each  one  of  us  to  work  continuously  and 
deliberately  for  the  promotion  of  national  unity  and  emotional 
integration  of  all  our  people. 

Each  one  of  us  must  realise  that  the  only  future  for  India  and 
her  people  is  one  of  tolerance  and  co-operation  which  have  been 
the  basis  of  our  culture  from  ages  past. 

We  have  laid  down  in  our  Constitution  that  India  is  a  secular 
State.  That  does  not  mean  irreligion.  It  means  equal  respect 
for  all  faiths  and  equal  opportunities  for  all,  irrespective  of  the 
faiths  which  they  profess.  We  have,  therefore,  always  to  keep  in 
mind  this  vital  aspect  of  our  culture  which  is  also  of  the  highest 
importance  in  the  India  of  today.  Those  who  put  up  barriers 
between  one  Indian  and  another  and  who  promote  dissruptive 
tendencies  do  not  serve  the  cause  of  India  or  her  culture.  They 
weaken  us  at  home  and  discredit  us  abroad.  Therefore,  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  work  for  this  emotional 
integration  of  India. 

From  an  appeal  issued  to  the  ‘colleagues  and  co-workers  who  serve  the 
Government  of  India’,  July  10,  1961 
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This  applies  to  linguistic  differences  also.  It  is  our  proud 
privilege  to  have  great  languages,  intimately  connected  with  each 
other.  Let  us  serve  them  all  and  not  consider  any  language 
which  is  not  our  own  mother-tongue  as  something  alien.  All 
these  languages  have  grown  up  through  the  ages  and  are  of  the 

flesh  and  blood  of  India.  If  any  one  is  injured  that  injury  is  to 
India. 

I  appeal,  therefore,  for  this  conscious  effort  on  the  part  of 
all  of  us  for  the  emotional  integration  of  all  our  people.  I  want 
this  translated  into  the  day-to-day  activities  of  ours,  official  or 
non -official,  so  that  we  may  build  up  the  India  of  our  dreams. 


COMMUNALISM— A  BADGE  OF  BACKWARDNESS 

Kashmir  has  always  had  a  special  place  in  India.  Look  at 
the  map  of  India.  Kashmir  is  like  a  crown  on  India’s  head.  But 
apart  from  this,  the  real  importance  of  Kashmir  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  people  of  Kashmir  never  accepted  the  two-nation  theory 
of  the  old  Muslim  League. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  some  organisations  which  do  not 
subscribe  to  this  and  spread  falsehood  to  create  dissension. 
Whether  they  are  Muslim  organisations  or  Hindu,  they  should 
clearly  understand  that  communalism  will  ruin  not  only  Kashmir 
but  the  whole  of  India.  Communalism  is  the  badge  of  a  backward 
nation,  not  of  the  modern  age.  People  have  a  right  to  hold  firmly 
to  their  religion,  but  to  import  religion  into  politics  and  to  break 
up  the  country  is  something  that  was  done  in  Europe  300  or  400 
years  back. 

Pakistan  holds  to  communalism  because  it  is  an  extremely 
backward  country.  But  we  in  India  have  to  get  rid  of  it.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  some  of  these  Hindu  and  Muslim  organisations  dig  up 
old  controversies.  We  have  to  face  them  resolutely. 

We  have  declared  in  India  that  we  will  fight  communal 
organisations  in  every  way.  We  will  fight  them,  whether  they 
are  Muslim  organisations  or  Hindu  organisations  or  Sikh  or  any 


From  speech  in  Hindi  at  Srinagar,  July  19,  1961 


24 


other,  because  nationalism  cannot  exist  with  communalism. 
Nationalism  does  not  mean  Hindu  nationalism,  Muslim 
nationalism  or  Sikh  nationalism.  As  soon  as  you  speak  of  Hindu, 
Sikh  and  Muslim,  you  do  not  speak  for  India.  Each  person  has 
to  ask  himself  the  question  :  “What  do  I  want  to  make  of  India — 
one  country,  one  nation,  or  ten,  20  or  25  nations,  a  fragmented 
and  divided  nation  without  any  strength  of  endurance,  ready  to 
break  to  pieces  at  the  slightest  shock  ?”  And  each  person  has  to 
answer  this  question. 

We  have  big  problems  in  India.  We  have  undertaken  a 
great  task  and  have  achieved  success  to  some  extent.  We  arc 
confident  of  success,  but  success  will  come  only  through  toil  and 
hard  work  and  through  subordinating  our  petty  interests  to  the 
bigger  interests  of  India. 


A  BIGGER  RELIGION 

Any  man  or  woman  who  does  anything  which  harms  our  unity 
and  weakens  it,  harms  India.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  forget 
this  maxim  and  fall  into  the  rut  of  provincialism,  communalism 
and  casteism  and  fight  on  the  question  of  languages.  Anything 
which  divides  us  and  creates  animosity  amongst  us  is  evil.  It 
puts  obstacles  on  the  splendid  road  to  progress  on  which  we  are 
marching. 

We  want  a  tough  nation  and  a  brave  nation,  in  which  people 
live  united  and  regard  each  other  as  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  vital  task  is  to  bring  about  a  unity  of  mind  and  heart, 
the  spiritual  unity  which  should  infuse  a  nation.  The  need  is 
for  an  emotional  integration.  We  may  achieve  material  progress, 
but  it  will  all  be  in  vain  if  we  cannot  live  and  work  together  in 
amity. 

Our  society  is  the  Indian  society  which  embraces  everyone. 
There  are  many  religions  in  India.  Every  religion  which  is  in 
India  is  entitled  to  our  respect.  This  has  been  our  tradition  for 
thousands  of  years.  While  following  our  own  religions,  we  have 

'From  speech  in  Hindi  on  Independence  Day,  August  15,  1961 
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to  remember  that  there  is  a  bigger  religion,  the  religion  of  India. 
We  have  to  live  together,  work  together  and  advance  together  in 
that  religion. 

I  will  suggest  a  yardstick.  Whenever  you  want  to  do  any¬ 
thing,  ask  yourself  whether  it  brings  things  together  or  keeps  them 
apart.  This  is  the  yardstick  with  which  you  should  measure  your 
actions.  They  are  good  if  they  bring  the  people  together.  They 
are  bad  if  they  divide  the  people  and  keep  them  apart.  In  India, 
discipline  and  unity  should  come  first,  not  merely  the  discipline 
of  the  feet  but  the  discipline  of  heart  and  mind,  the  unity  of  heart 
and  mind. 


NATIONAL  INTEGRATION 

It  is  not  in  any  sense  of  fear  or  of  coming  peril  that  I  see 
India.  I  view  this  question  of  national  integration  as  a  challenge 
to  us,  because  we  in  India  are  passing  through  a  period  of  the 
greatest  transformation  in  our  long  history.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  in  the  course  of  this  transformation  things  happen  which  are 
not  always  to  our  liking.  We  cannot  go  through  this  tremendous 
period  without  having  to  face  perils  and,  occasionally,  even 
stumbling. 

Some  of  our  difficulties  are  inherited  from  the  past  but  others 
are  the  result  of  the  very  progress  that  we  are  making.  Therefore, 
I  am  not  disheartened  by  them.  In  fact,  the  way  these  difficul¬ 
ties  are  occurring  is  an  indication  that  we  are  marching  ahead 
and  that  we  are  fighting  the  evils  which  come  in  our  way. 

What  these  evils  are  is  fairly  well  known  :  they  are,  broadly 
speaking,  communalism,  casteism,  regionalism  and  linguism.  Or, 
we  may  simply  call  them  the  various  things  that  narrow  us.  It 
is  bad  enough  to  be  narrow-minded  at  any  time,  but  it  is  worse 
in  the  world  as  it  is  today  to  be  narrow-minded  when  there  is 
a  tendency  for  the  whole  world  to  shrink.  It  is  obvious  that  all 
these  things  come  very  much  in  our  way  when  we  are  trying  to 
change  India  economically,  socially  and  otherwise. 

From  speech  at  the  opening  session  ot  the  National  Integration  Con¬ 
ference,  New  Delhi,  September  28,  1961 
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Many  people  who  have  sent  opinions,  and  some  of  the  Com¬ 
mittees  on  Integration  which  have  met,  have  indicated  that  one  of 
the  main  remedies  for  these  ills  is  social  and  economic  advance. 
That  is  true  fundamentally,  because  these  are  the  symbols  of  what 
we  suffer  from,  namely,  social  and  economic  backwardness.  The 
more  we  remove  this  backwardness,  the  more  we  get  over  these 
difficulties. 

The  question  of  integration  covers  in  a  sense  almost  every¬ 
thing  in  life.  Above  all  it  covers  education,  which  means  the 
training  of  the  individual  from  childhood  up.  That  is  basic. 

*This  conference  has  in  some  ways  been  a  unique  gathering, 
not  only  in  the  kind  of  people  who  are  represented  from  various 
ways  of  thinking  and  from  the  various  parties,  but  more  so  in 
the  general  approach  to  the  problems  before  us.  We  have  seen 
how  in  spite  of  differences  we  can  work  together  for  a  common 
purpose. 

Essentially,  I  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  whether 
politically  or  otherwise  the  Republic  of  India  stands  on  firm 
foundations  and  we  need  not  imagine  that  even  the  wrong  tenden¬ 
cies  which  we  see  are  going  to  undermine  us  in  any  way.  In 
spite  of  our  failings,  weaknesses  and  difficulties,  India  is  a  stable 
country  going  ahead,  which  can  compare  very  favourably  with 
any  other  country. 

All  the  same,  the  problems  before  us  are  undoubtedly  of  a 
giant  stature.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  people  have  the 
capacity  to  solve  them  and  that  they  will  solve  them,  not  suddenly 
but  in  due  course.  It  involves  an  attitude  of  mind.  Essentially, 
these  big  problems  have  to  be  approached,  logically,  reasonably 
and  as  a  matter  of  faith.  Faith  in  whom  ?  Faith  in  ourselves,  in 
our  people  and  in  our  capacity  to  work  together  and  to  solve  big 
problems  together. 

Therefore,  this  conference  has  essentially  been  an  act  of  faith 
for  all  of  us.  Behind  the  decisions  we  have  taken  is  the  manifes¬ 
tation  of  this  faith  in  India,  in  the  people  of  India  and  in  our¬ 
selves. 

"*From  speech  at  the  concluding  session,  October  1,  1961 
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We  (members  of  the  All  India  Congress  Committee)  came 
here  from  distant  parts  of  India  to  consult  and  discuss  with  each 
other  about  the  future  of  our  country.  We  came  to  Madurai,  the 
city  of  pilgrimage,  on  a  pilgrimage  of  our  own.  The  new 
pilgrimage  is  concerned  with  the  future  of  the  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  who  live  in  this  great  country  of  ours. 

India  has  for  ages  past  been  a  country  of  pilgrimages.  All 
over  the  country  you  find  these  ancient  places,  from  Badrinath, 
Kedarnath  and  Amarnath  high  up  in  the  snowy  Himalayas  down 
to  Kanyakumari  in  the  South,  and  throughout  the  ages  people 
have  gone  on  pilgrimage  from  north  to  south  and  south  to  north, 
and  mixed  with  each  other.  For,  from  the  very  beginning  of 
history,  the  people  of  India  always  thought  of  themselves  as  a 
people  belonging  to  one  great  country. 

What  has  drawn  our  people  from  the  north  to  the  South,  and 
from  the  south  to  the  north  in  these  great  pilgrimages  ?  What  is 
the  common  thought  that  has  made  them  travel  from  one  region 
to  the  other  ?  It  is  the  feeling  of  one  country  and  one  culture, 
and  this  feeling  has  bound  us  together.  This  sense  of  a  common 
urge  and  a  common  thought  came  to  us  hundreds,  may  be 
thousands  of  years  ago.  Our  ancient  books  have  said  that  the 
land  of  Bharat  is  the  land  stretching  from  the  Himalayas  in  the 
north  to  the  Southern  seas. 

This  conception  of  Bharat  as  one  great  land  which  the  people 
considered  a  holy  land  has  come  down  the  ages  and  has  joined 
us  together,  even  though  we  have  had  different  political  kingdoms 
and  even  though  we  may  speak  different  languages.  This  silken 
bond  still  keeps  us  together  in  many  ways. 

Throughout  these  thousands  of  years,  this  land  has  been 
ours,  ours  in  mind,  ours  in  heart,  and  ours  in  spiritual  heritage. 
I  who  come  from  the  north  feel  at  home  here,  because  I  am  in 
a  part  of  my  country,  among  friends,  among  colleagues,  and 
among  people  who  have  the  same  ideas,  same  thoughts  and  same 
urges.  Similarly,  the  north  does  not  belong  exclusively  to  those 
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who  live  there,  but  belongs  to  you  also,  even  though  you  live  in 
the  South  of  India.  The  Himalayas  are  yours  as  much  as  they 
are  mine,  and  Kanyakumari  and  Madurai  are  mine  as  much  as 
yours.  This  land  is  a  common  heritage  of  ours,  where  we  have 
been  born  and  which  we  seek  to  serve. 

Throughout  the  ages  geography  has  made  us  one  great  land, 
history  has  made  us  one  land,  the  common  culture  has  made  us 
one  land  and  our  common  aspirations,  our  common  hopes  and 
fears,  victories  and  defeats,  have  made  us  one.  That  is  the  past. 
In  the  present,  by  our  common  labours,  common  sacrifices  and 
common  struggles,  we  gained  the  freedom  of  India. 

How  then  can  we  today,  when  we  are  at  last  politically  united 
and  when  we  are  a  free  country,  allow  ourselves  to  destroy  that 
unity  which  we  have  inherited  and  disturb  that  freedom  which 
we  have  struggled  to  achieve  ?  The  past  and  present  have  pro¬ 
vided  a  common  ground  to  us.  So  also  must  the  future  be  com¬ 
mon  to  us,  the  future  that  we  are  striving  to  attain,  the  future  of 
millions  of  our  people,  their  welfare.  In  whatever  region  we 
may  live,  this  calls  for  unity  of  purpose,  unity  of  endeavour  and 
sacrifice. 

India  is  made  up  of  a  number  of  States  but  these  divisions 
represent  not  differences  but  administrative  arrangements  to 
subserve  a  common  purpose.  These  shall  not  divide  us.  Similarly, 
the  many  languages  we  have  in  India  shall  not  divide  us.  You 
have  a  great  language  here,  the  Tamil  language  which  is  as 
ancient  as  Sanskrit,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this  language 
should  not  flourish  and  advance.  Indeed,  the  people  in  the 
North  should  know  more  and  more  the  languages  of  the  South. 
Language  should  not  be  a  dividing  factor  but  it  should  bring  us 
together,  and  each  language  can  help  the  other  languages  of  India 
to  grow  through  contact  and  exchange  of  ideas.  Language  joins. 
Language  does  not  separate.  Likewise,  India  is  a  country  of 
many  religions,  but  in  the  past  religion  has  not  been  a  dividing 
factor.  Why  should  it  be  so  in  the  present? 

Great  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  world  during  the  past 
many  years  and  today  the  whole  world  is  in  search  of  unity.  Ideas 
of  world  government  or  world  federation  represent  urges  towards 
this  unity,  because  today  the  world  has  shrunk.  You  can  travel 
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rapidly  by  air  from  one  place  to  another  and  some  people  have 
even  travelled  outside  and  beyond  this  world,  going  to  outer 
space.  So,  more  than  ever,  the  world  today  hungers  after  unity 
and  peace.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  an  India  that  is  integrated 
and  united  and  is  ready  to  do  hard  work,  can  be  a  mighty  force 
to  help  peace  and  many  other  good  things  of  the  world  which  we 
strive  to  achieve. 


A  NEW  PHASE  IN  NATION  S  LIFE 

The  Chinese  invasion  of  India  has  begun  a  new  phase  in  our 
nation’s  life.  This  is  a  turning  point  in  our  history.  One  chapter 
has  ended,  and  a  new  chapter  in  our  national  life  has  begun. 
Long  before  historians  write  about  it,  we  shall  have  to  write  this 
chapter  with  our  deeds,  courage  and  valour. 

In  our  youth,  we  fought  for  India’s  freedom.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Indians  were  involved  in  the  fight.  Many  of  you 
perhaps  have  not  experienced  what  it  means  to  light  for  your 
freedom.  It  was  a  unique  experience,  which  is  imprinted  for 
ever  on  our  minds  and  hearts.  The  nation’s  interest  was  para¬ 
mount  with  us,  and  we  worked  in  its  service  with  a  lover’s  zeal, 
not  caring  for  what  happened  to  us.  Such  an  experience,  though 
full  of  turmoils  and  hardships,  is  good  for  a  nation. 

Today,  again,  we  are  faced  with  many  problems.  Some  of 
these  are  difficult  problems.  We  shall  solve  these  problems.  But 
I  have  been  feeling  that  something  is  lacking  in  us.  We  think 
too  much  in  terms  of  communalism.  casteism  and  provincialism. 
These  things  weaken  and  divide  us.  We  must  rid  ourselves  of 
these  evils.  We  must  broaden  our  minds  and  think  of  ourselves 
always  as  a  united  people. 

Gandhiji  revitalised  the  nation  in  its  struggle  for  freedom. 
The  way  he  transformed  millions  of  our  people  was  something 
of  a  miracle.  I  feel  the  need  of  some  such  experience  which 
will  recast  the  whole  nation  and  infuse  into  it  a  new  determination 
and  will. 


From  speech  in  Hindi  at  the  inauguration  of  Students’  Union  at  the  Delhi 
University,  October  26,  1962 
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We  have  to  pay  a  price  for  preserving  and  maintaining  our 
freedom.  Do  not  think  that  freedom  once  won  has  come  to 
stay.  We  have  to  go  on  paying  the  price  all  the  time  to  keep  it. 
A  little  negligence  or  carelessness  can  imperil  our  freedom.  It 
has  happened  many  times  in  our  history. 

The  Chinese  action  is  nothing  short  of  an  invasion  of  India. 
In  some  ways  it  may  be  a  blessing  in  disguise.  It  has  shaken 
our  people  out  of  their  slumber  and  awakened  them  to  realities. 
We  become  strong  only  when  we  unite  as  a  nation  and  work 
together  for  a  great  cause.  So,  I  feel  that  we  may  gain  from 
this  experience. 

This  is  certainly  a  time  of  trial  for  each  one  of  us.  Every¬ 
body  will  have  to  work  hard  and  produce  more  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  nation.  We  have  to  make  every  effort  to  increase 
our  production  in  the  farms,  in  the  factories  and  in  whatever  fields 
we  are  working.  Only  then  will  we  succeed  in  the  great  task 
that  is  before  us. 

We  should  be  firm  in  our  resolve,  and  we  should  steel  our 
will  to  defend  every  inch  of  our  territory.  No  nation  can  tolerate 
an  attack  on  its  dignity.  We  are  an  independent  nation,  and  we 
stand  firm  and  erect  in  our  independence.  Each  one  of  us  will 
have  to  pay  the  price  for  preserving  this  independence. 

This  challenge  has  come  to  us  perhaps  to  pull  us  out  of  the 
soft  and  slow  ways  into  which  we  had  fallen  and  to  make  us 
strong  and  alert. 

The  first  thing  which  we  have  to  learn  from  this  challenge 
is  to  put  an  end  to  all  those  tendencies  which  divide  us.  Internal 
dissensions  or  disputes,  whether  they  are  between  one  region  and 
another  or  between  one  language  and  another,  have  no  place 
whatsoever  in  the  circumstances  of  today.  The  national  crisis 
demands  that  we  should  leave  such  things  aside  and  think  about 
the  bigger  and  more  important  issues  which  face  us. 

Therefore,  I  lay  the  greatest  emphasis  on  the  essential  unity 
of  India.  We  should  work  for  the  nation’s  progress  and  preserve 
its  unity.  Once  the  feeling  of  strength  and  unity  is  there,  our 
task  is  easy  to  accomplish. 

I  want  you  to  realise  that,  without  our  wanting  it,  the  country 
has  been  drawn  into  this  struggle.  We  should  keep  in  view  the 
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basic  issues  involved  in  it.  For  thousands  of  years,  this  country 
has  made  us  what  we  are  today.  We  love  this  country  of  ours. 
We  believe  that  this  country  has  a  message  not  only  for  us  but 
also  for  the  world.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  thousands  of  years 
of  our  history  are  today  watching  what  we  are  doing  and  what 
we  are  going  to  do.  Our  strength  and  our  greatness  is  on  trial. 
We  have  to  prove  that  we  have  courage  and  that  we  love  this 
country  and  that  we  are  prepared  to  do  everything  to  preserve 
its  honour. 


STRONG  AND  SERENE  FACE  OF  INDIA 

1  have  put  forward  a  longish  resolution  before  this  House,, 
and  it  is  clear  from  the  speeches  made  that  the  resolution  is 
welcome  to  this  House  and  will  be  accepted  as  it  is.  I  have 
almost  felt  that  it  would  have  been  suitable  to  add  a  small  para¬ 
graph  to  the  resolution  thanking  the  Chinese  Government  for 
taking  this  action  against  us  which  has  suddenly  lifted  a  veil  from 
the  face  of  India.  During  the  last  three  weeks  or  a  little  more 
we  have  had  a  glimpse  of  the  strong  and  serene  face  of  India, 
strong  and  yet  calm  and  determined,  that  ancient  face  which  is 
ever  young  and  vibrant.  This  House  has  seen  a  million  faces 
representing  that  face  of  India  or  Bharat  Mata. 

This  has  been  an  experience  worth  having  for  all  of  us  and 
it  has  been  our  high  privilege  to  share  in  that  emotion  and 
experience.  Whatever  the  future  may  bring,  I  do  not  think  we 
shall  ever  forget  this  powerful  emotional  upheaval  that  India  has 
had  m  which  we  have  all  shared,  whatever  party  or  group  we 
may  belong  to.  Any  person  who  gives  thought  to  these  matters 
will  realise — and  I  hope  other  countries,  especially  the  Chinese 
Government,  will  realise — what  this  signifies.  It  seems  to  me 
obvious  that  no  country  which  evokes  that  kind  of  feeling  in  a 
moment  of  crisis  can  ever  be  suppressed  or  defeated.  In  fact, 
many  countries  of  the  West — and  I  hope  many  countries  of  the 
East  also — realise  that  today.  They  are  surprised  that  such  an 

From  speech  in  Lok  Sabha  during  debate  on  the  resolution  on  Chinese- 
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amazing  upheaval  should  have  taken  place  in  our  feeling,  and 
that  all  our  petty  controversies  which  seemed  so  big  to  us  have 
suddenly  become  of  no  moment  and  are  swept  aside  by  the  one 
thing  before  us,  namely,  how  to  meet  this  crisis  and  emergency, 
how  to  face  this  invasion  and  to  repel  it. 


THE  OFFICIAL  LANGUAGE 

This  Bill  is  in  continuation  of  what  happened  in  the  past.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  remove  a  restriction  which  had  been 
placed  by  the  Constitution  on  the  use  of  English  after  a  certain 
date,  that  is,  1965. 

I  had  given  on  an  earlier  occasion  an  assurance  about  no 
major  change  being  made  in  regard  to  the  use  of  English  with¬ 
out  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  non-Hindi-speaking  people. 
That  represented  not  only  my  view-point  but  the  view-point  of 
our  Government.  The  assurance  was  made  largely  with  the 
approval  of  the  House.  We  stand  by  that  assurance  completely. 
There  is  not  an  iota  of  difference  from  what  we  had  said  then. 
And,  apart  from  that,  there  are  circumstances  in  the  country 
which  inevitably  point  to  that  direction. 

The  question  is  one  of  removing  a  restriction  which  would 
have  prevented  the  English  language  from  being  used  after  a 
certain  date.  We  say  that  English  may  be  used  afterwards. 

Let  us  consider  this  matter  with  some  objectivity. 

English  is  a  very  important  language.  Tn  some  form  or 
other,  English  is  likely  to  remain  in  India  for  a  long  time.  The 
mere  fact  of  its  being  here  will  serve  as  a  vitaliser  to  our  lan¬ 
guages. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  been  convinced  for  a  long  time  that 
any  real  upsurge  in  India  or  awakening  of  the  people  in  India 
cannot  take  place  through  the  English  language.  Many  of  the 
hon.  Members  will  remember  the  tremendous  difference  that 
«came  in  our  public  work  and  agitational  work  when  we  gave  up 
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frock  coat,  top  hat  and  English  language  in  our  approach  to  the 
people.  A  country  can  preserve  its  individuality  and  develop 
the  sense  of  the  masses  only  through  the  languages  which  have 
deep  roots  in  their  minds  and  hearts. 

Our  languages  are  fine  and  old  languages.  Most  of  them 
are  great  languages  from  any  point  of  view.  They  have  pro¬ 
duced  great  books,  which  are  rooted  down  in  the  minds  of  the 
people.  All  the  northern  languages  have  grown  out  of  Sanskrit. 
So  far  as  Tamil  is  concerned,  it  is  as  old  as  Sanskrit.  The  other 
languages  have  also  been  affected  by  Sanskrit.  Sanskrit  has 
represented  broadly  all  the  thought,  culture  and  traditions  of 
India.  It  gives  a  certain  basis  and  foundation  for  our  present- 
day  languages.  It  strengthens  them  and  gives  them  depth.  We 
should  cherish  it. 

The  makers  of  our  Constitution  were  wise  in  laying  down 
that  all  the  13  or  14  languages  were  to  be  national  languages. 
There  is  no  question  of  any  one  language  being  more  a  national 
language  than  the  other.  Bengali  or  Tamil  or  any  other  regional 
language  is  as  much  an  Indian  national  language  as  Hindi. 

We  should  not  try  to  suppress  a  language  or  coerce  anybody 
into  the  study  of  a  language  as  far  as  possible.  Wherever  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  suppress  a  popular  language  or  coerce 
the  people  into  the  study  of  some  other  language,  there  has  been 
trouble. 

All  our  Indian  languages  have  grown  in  the  last  15  years. 
Our  lamguages  are  alive  and  are  dynamic  today.  Although  India 
is  multilingual,  its  languages  are  closely  allied.  We  can  skip 
from  one  to  another  with  relative  ease.  And.  we  should  try  to 
do  it.  We  have  suggested  the  three-language  formula.  A  large 
number  of  people  should  know,  apart  from  English,  some  Indian 
language  other  than  their  own.  As  this  understanding  grows,  the 
languages  will  come  closer  together,  and  the  gaps  which  exist 
between  the  Indian  languages  will  decrease.  Inevitably,  these 
languages  must  grow  in  their  own  regions. 

I  am  all  foar  English  being  used  for  higher  scientific  and 
technological  studies.  Even  so,  if  we  are  to  spread  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  science  in  our  schools,  we  should  teach  it  widely 
through  the  national  languages.  Otherwise,  we  will  inevitably 
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limit  the  people’s  understanding  and  appreciation  of  it.  It  will 
not  spread. 

Let  us  not  look  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  Hindi  versus 
English  or  English  versus  Hindi.  That  is  a  wrong  point  of  view. 
We  have  to  use  each  in  its  proper  sphere.  In  the  sphere  of 
national  languages,  only  national  languages  have  a  place.  We 
cannot  speak  of  English  in  that  connection.  We  can  speak  of 
English  in  many  other  connections. 

Therefore,  we  have  to  develop  our  regional  languages.  1 
have  no  doubt  that  we  will  do  more  and  more  of  the  work  of 
education,  administration,  etc.,  in  the  regional  languages.  The 
growth  of  India,  in  the  sense  of  language,  can  only  take  place 
by  the  co-operation  of  the  languages  and  not  by  the  conflict  of 
languages.  They  are  near  enough,  and  the  ideas  behind  them 
are  much  the  same. 

Tire  real  difficulty  arises  in  the  next  stage.  What  is  to  be 
the  link  connecting  these  regional  languages  ? 

So  far,  the  link  has  been  English.  In  fact,  it  has  not  only 
been  the  link,  but  work  even  within  the  regions  has  been  done 
not  in  the  regional  languages,  but  in  English.  We  have  had  a 
fixation  about  English,  and  we  still  have  it  to  a  large  extent. 
There  is  no  doubt  there  is  a  certain  vested  interest  created  in  the 
knowledge  of  English.  That  automatically  separates  us  from 
those  who  do  not  know  English.  It  is  a  very  bad  thing.  Before 
independence,  in  this  country  of  castes,  the  most  hardened  caste 
was  the  caste  of  the  English-knowing,  English-clothed,  and 
English-living  people.  It  put  high  barriers  between  us  and  the 
masses  of  India.  We  have  to  remove  these  barriers. 

Hindi  has  been  suggested  in  our  Constitution  as  the  link 
language  for  Central  and  official  purposes.  As  I  have  said  earlier, 

I  want  English  to  continue  here  for  many  purposes,  and  it  may 
even  be  a  link  language,  for  example,  between  individual 
thinkers,  literary  men  and  authors.  But  the  normal  link  lan¬ 
guage  for  India  cannot  be  English.  The  normal  link  language 
has  to  be  an  Indian  language,  and  of  all  the  Indian  languages, 
only  Hindi  is  feasible.  That  is  the  only  claim  that  I  make  for  it. 

At  the  present  moment,  it  will  not  serve  the  purpose  fully 
to  take  up  all  the  work  of  the  administration  in  Hindi.  It  is  not 
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because  the  Government  has  not  helped  Hindi  to  grow  or  not 
encouraged  it  enough.  The  reasons  remain  far  deeper. 

Some  people  seem  to  think  that  a  language  is  a  thing  which 
can  grow  or  spread  by  some  magic.  It  has  a  much  deeper  aspect, 
especially  when  there  is  a  danger  of  the  people  belonging  to  one 
language  group  rubbing  up  the  people  belonging  to  another  lan¬ 
guage  group.  We  have  to  proceed  very  cautiously. 

There  can  be  no  other  link  language  than  Hindi,  basically. 
But  merely  putting  it  down  in  the  Constitution  does  not  make  it 
the  link  language.  It  has  to  grow  into  it.  It  is  not  sufficiently 
adapted  today,  for  various  reasons.  It  is  getting  rapidly  adapted. 
Let  us  encourage  that  process. 

That  process  cannot  be  a  sudden  change-over  so  that  we 
can  fix  a  date  and  say  that  from  that  date  English  ceases  and 
Hindi  comes  in.  It  has  to  be  a  gradual  process.  In  this  gradual 
transformation,  dates  have  very  little  significance  except  to 
examine  the  position  from  time  to  time  to  see  whether  we  are 
going  along  the  right  lines. 

From  that  point  of  view,  it  is  quite  inevitable,  apart  from  the 
assurances  I  may  have  given,  that  English  has  to  continue  as  an 
associate  language  or  an  additional  language.  Call  it  what  we 
like.  The  door  remains  open,  and  it  will  be  used.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  is  the  circumstances  prevailing  in  the  country  that  will 
compel  us  to  use  it.  If  we  try  to  suppress  its  use,  undoubtedly 
we  will  not  only  create  a  hiatus  but  stop  our  progress  in  many 
directions  which  cannot  be  achieved  at  the  present  moment 
entirely  through  Hindi. 

Our  progress  should  be  in  the  direction  of  developing  Hindi, 
not  only  as  a  regional  language,  but  as  a  link  language  and 
maintaining  English  to  serve  that  purpose  so  that  there  may  be 
no  gap.  And  gradually  this  process  will  automatically  take 
shape.  I  do  think  we  should  get  rid,  not  of  English,  which  is 
v'ery  useful,  but  of  the  fixation  of  the  English  language  in  our 
minds. 

The  Home  Minister  said  or  may  say  later  that  whenever  the 
Committee  which  is  envisaged  to  be  constituted  after  ten  years 
reports,  its  report  should  be  sent  to  all  the  State  Governments 
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to  elicit  their  views,  so  that  there  is  no  question  of  rushing  a 
programme  like  this.  There  is  no  question  of  trying  to  impose  it 
on  others,  because  the  attempt  will  fail.  The  more  you  impose, 
the  more  obstructions  and  more  difficulties  you  will  have.  A 
question  like  this  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  a  large  measure  of 
consent  and  consultation.  I  want  to  remove  any  apprehension 
that  possibly  by  a  majority  in  Parliament  or  elsewhere  we  shall 
make  changes  which  are  not  approved  by  the  non-Hindi  people. 
This  cannot  be  done,  because,  apart  from  my  assurance,  it  will 
raise  such  problems  and  such  difficulties  that  no  government  can 
conceivably  want  to  do  it  that  way.  It  can  only  be  settled  by 
consultation  and  general  consent. 

We  are  passing  through  a  difficult  and  delicate  period  of 
transition  in  many  ways.  It  calls  for  wisdom  from  us  and  a 
capacity  and  flexibility  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
times. 

The  main  question  is  one  of  India’s  growth,  materially,  scien¬ 
tifically,  industrially,  intellectually,  spiritually,  in  every  way.  We 
must  view  every  step  which  we  take  in  the  perspective  of  that 
major  question.  What  will  it  profit  us  if  we  honour  Hindi  and 
put  it  in  a  closed  space,  which  prevents  not  only  its  growth,  but 
the  nation’s  growth  ? 

The  growth  of  our  languages  is  essentially  tied  up  with  the 
growth  of  the  nation.  The  two  help  each  other.  We  must, 
therefore,  look  upon  this  question  in  this  wide  context. 
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fighting  economic  problems  in  order  to  raise  our 
360  million  people.  If  we  are  to  succeed,  and  if 
the  nation  is  to  grow,  we  have  to  produce  a 
certain  quality  in  our  people. 

In  India  we  have  a  vast  variety  to  face,  from 
the  northern  Himalayas  with  their  snowcovered 
top,  Ladakh  and  Kashmir,  right  down  to  Kanya- 
kumari,  offering  enormous  variations  in  physical 
and  geological  structure,  climate,  human  beings 
and  so  many  other  things.  Politically  we  are 
one,  but  we  want  to  fuse  all  these  together  in  a 
more  intimate  way. 

We  do  not  want  regimentation.  That  will  be 
a  hateful  thing.  We  want  to  preserve  the  cul¬ 
tural  variety  of  India  which  has  grown  out  of 
the  Indian  soil.  At  the  same  time,  we  want  to 
fuse  the  various  elements  together,  intellectually 
and  emotionally,  and  we  want  to  remove  barriers 
of  ah  kinds,  communal,  religious  or  caste,  which 
separate  us  and  prevent  us  functioning  together 
and  which  make  us  narrow  in  outlook.  Narrow¬ 
ness  of  outlook  stunts  us. 

If  we  have  got  really  big  things  to  do,  as  we 
have,  we  have  to  be  big  in  every  way,  big  in 
mind,  and  big  in  spirit.  We  have  to  be  big  in 

stature  to  undertake  big  jobs. 

*  •* 

— JAWAHARLAL  NEHRU,  in  a  speech 
at  the  Presidency  College,  Madras,  in 
October  1952. 
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